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The front page pictures show the Memorial Bench and Oak Tree at Gosmore Green. 

 

The lower two pictures are  in memory of Richard Thom – 

Roundabouters Day of Dance July 1987 Stevenage Town Centre (Isabel and Graham, Janet 

and Sheila, Jill and Richard, Maria and Marjory) 

The Hitchin Gathering March 1991 Scandinavian costumes (Helen, Isabel, Henry, Julie, 

Richard, Terry, Graham, Belinda) 

  



Happy New Year 2023! 

 

Dancing commenced with a small group gathering on New Year`s Day at Jill and Peter`s to 

dance in their conservatory. Also present were Daksha and Phil, joined by Lyndsey and Terry 

from Danse Herts.  

Our first indoor meeting of 2023 was on Friday 6th January at the Wilbury Hall. We are also 

continuing to gather on Gosmore Green at 11am for two hours of dancing. It is hard to 

believe that we started meeting at Gosmore on Saturday 18th July 2020 during the COVID 

pandemic. The Club now has official permission from Gosmore Parish Council to dance there 

on Sundays between 11am and 1pm. Numbers vary, but it can be more than ten dancers 

meeting to dance and watch the red kites flying overhead! 

However, the first Sunday of the year was abandoned on the Green due to heavy rain. A very 

dry winter allowed us to meet on the Green every Sunday until the end of March when a 

very wet morning had five dancers (Jean, Maria, Alan, Cup and Kim) joining Jill and Peter to 

dance in their conservatory. 

 

Digitisation of the Scrapbook Archive 

 

One of the suggestions for spending some of Betty`s legacy was to digitise the Club`s 

Scrapbook Archive, which had been maintained by Betty. The Committee arranged for a 

company in Hertford to carry out the work for us. This is the email sent to scanning 

companies for quotes, followed by the reply from ADS who got the contract. 

 

Subject: Document Scanning 

Good Morning 

I am contacting you on behalf of Rainmakers International Folk Dance Group. We are a small dance 

group based in Hertfordshire, and have been performing for 46 years. Over this time we have 

collected an archive of our activities. This is in the form of 28 volumes of A4 folders containing a 

variety of photographs, handwritten pages and performance programmes, making approximately 

5,000 pages. 

We would like to preserve our material and make it more easily available by having it scanned and 

then making the archive available on our website. 

Please could you send me a quote for this to  

Many thanks 

Maria Kerr  



Customer Quotation 

 

Date: 24/10/2022   

 

Project: 221002   Delivered, Stored, Off-site Scanning in OCR (searchable)pdf with return of magazines once scanned.    

 

Customer:   Rainmakers International Dance Group Hertfordshire   

    

Contact:   Maria Kerr                                    Email :         

Dear Maria,  

Further to your enquiry last week, I have pleasure in quoting for the scanning of your historic program booklets and documents in a 

pdf OCR format which are currently in your possession.            

 

Description:  Scanning of using a non-destructive book scanner OCR pdf files. Scan and return of your documents.       

 

Collect, Store, Prepare, Scan and return documents from approx. 5,000.00 sheets.  

This quantity is made from an estimated number of approx. 20 x program booklets and documents in ring binders.      

Scans will be carried out in B&W, and colour to 300 dpi. Multi page Pdf files in OCR (searchable) format.     

Nearly all the sheets are of mainly A4 and A5 documents and these will be scanned and transferred to a USB memory/flash drive 

stick.     

Pricing as follows: 

OCR Scanning of Archived historic magazines and return of literature fully assembled. 

Price.  B&W scan cost:   £0.12 per scan/sheets 

Colour scans cost £0.15 per scan/sheet.   

Approx total Cost £638.00 (please understand this is an approximate cost as we don’t know the exact qty of scans/sheets 

until they have been scanned.)  

Price excludes VAT. 

Detailed below is the work which ADS will perform and is fully INCLUDED in the price: 

A) Your programs and documents (as listed above.) to be collected by ADS from your Hertfordshire location.  

B) Staff in our secure units will set up our pre-scanning preparation.  

C) ADS will store the documents free of charge while the scanning is being carried out.  

D) Scanning of the A4 and A5 program booklets documents, in single sided format, in B/W to multi-page PDF files in 300 dpi to an 

OCR format using a non-destructive book scanner.  

E) Indexed as required using the index currently used on the files and agreed with Maria.  



F) All scanning is personally supervised, edited to remove skewing, shadows, and background blemishes where possible.  

G) Burning of electronic data onto a USB flash memory drive or storage medium of your choice. 

 

Our price also includes: The return of your documents once scanned.   

Time scales: 1 working week.   

Project Time scale: ADS has the capacity to start this project within the next 2 weeks if required.     

Retrieval Costs: £8.00 per file once e-mailed.  

Turnaround time: A maximum 24 hrs 

 

NO automatic scanning is carried out, ALL our scanning is manned at ALL times, to ensure our quality meets its targets and your 

files are correctly and accurately scanned. 

All ADS Ltd work is carried out in accordance with British Standard PD0008.  ADS Ltd is registered with the Information 

Commissioners Office, registration number Z1700425 and hence complies fully with the Data Protection Act 1998. All ADS work 

compiles to the GDPR regulations.   

The project will be started upon signing of the ADS Ltd conditions of Service Agreement contract and a non-disclosure agreement.   

Please note, any change in volume will affect the costs quoted above. Please also note, this quote is accurate from the information we 

have been given.   

Maria, I hope you find this quotation to your satisfaction, but if you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact 

me.  

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

Clive Watkins 

 

Archive & Document Scanning Ltd 

Tel: ++44 1992 511080 

Mobile; 07545412551 or 07802 275908 

E-mail; clive.watkins@archivedocscan.com 

URL; www.archivedocscan.com and www.adscanning.co.uk  

 

The 19 folders were dropped off on Wednesday 18th January for the scanning work to be 

done. Three weeks later, on Thursday 9th February, the folders were collected along with the 

USB stick that now contains the Club Archive. The originals have been returned to Jill and 

Peter`s loft for safe storage. 

The Archive is now on the Club website, thanks to Roger. So all members can now look back 

at the Club history. 

mailto:clive.watkins@archivedocscan.com
http://www.archivedocscan.com/
http://www.adscanning.co.uk/


The Rainmaker`s Memorial Oak Tree 

 

Another suggestion for the Club to spend The Legacy was to plant a memorial tree. This 

would allow the Club to both remember Betty and Henry and contribute to the local area. 

After much discussion, it was decided to plant the tree on Gosmore Green. Although there is 

no connection between the Green and Betty and Henry, we have been dancing on the Green 

on Sundays during the pandemic and are continuing to do so. 

We had to have permission from Gosmore Parish Council for this, so Mark was busy 

organising this, over several months, with the Council. The result was an oak sapling being 

planted. We used their recommended supplier who also planted the tree.  

 

Oak Tree Gosmore Green 

Hi Maria 

I have confirmation from Arborcare that they will be planting the tree on Gosmore Green 

on Monday 3rd April at 3pm. (It should take approximately 30 minutes to plant.) 

Patti and I intend to be there.  Would you like to be there as well? 

Regards 

Mark 

 

 

On a very sunny Monday, 3rd April, Patti, Mark, Alan and Maria met at Gosmore Green. Jill 

and Peter were visiting family in Australia. The occasion was the planting of an oak tree in 

memory of Betty and Henry Lee. The following photographs show the sapling being planted.  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

The next stage is to have a bench placed beside the tree. Again, the Parish Council has been 

consulted, so hopefully by summer the Club will have a bench, with a plaque suitably 

inscribed, installed on the Green. 

 

  



From: Mark 

Date: 16 April 2023 at 16:14:29 BST 

To: Rainmakers 

Subject: Betty & Henry's Memorial Tree on Gosmore Green 

 

Hi All 

For those of you who have not yet seen the English Oak tree on Gosmore Green, please find 

attached photograph. 

The tree was successfully planted on Monday 3rd Aprll. 

 

Regards 

Mark 

 

 

 

 



Jill`s Birthday 

 

In April, Jill celebrated her 80th birthday. Jill and Peter were visiting their family in Australia. 

On their return, Rainmakers presented Jill with a rose, appropriately called `Many Happy 

Returns`. 

 

 

 



4th June 23 The Rainmakers` Oak Tree in leaf. Members are watering it on Sunday mornings 

 

 

 



18/6/23 A Gosmore resident who watches us dancing!

 



The Rainmakers`Bench 

 

From: mark 

Date: 3 July 2023 at 17:25:40 BST 

To: Maria 

Subject: Gosmore Green tomorrow 

Hi Maria 

Unfortunately, everything is still undecided. 

The bench has arrived but not with the fixings that Steve requires to fit it. 

Glasdon cannot deliver the correct ones by tomorrow. 

Steve will be going to B & Q to try and find some fixings he can use, as his timetable 

requires it to be installed tomorrow. 

He is still very vague on times.  If I get any more information tonight, I will let you know. 

Patti intends to be present as well. 

It might have to be that Patti phones you tomorrow when we know the timing. 

Regards 

Mark 

 

 

Patti and Maria met at Gosmore Green on 4th July for the installing of the Rainmaker`s Bench. 

The photographs show the Parish Council handyman and his son placing the bench on the Green 

alongside the oak tree.  

 

 







 
The bench and oak tree – the next step is to get a plaque engraved to go on the bench. 



Sunday 16/7/23 Members relaxing on the Club`s bench during our dance session

 
 

 

 
 



DANCE AROUND THE WORLD 2023 

From: Jill Bransby  

Date: 27 June 2023 at 12:59:12 BST 

To: Martin Butler , Adrian Boddy , Wendy Harrup Cc: Maria Kerr , Alan Trangmar  

Subject: Dance Around the World  

Very sad.  Jill  

From: Stella Wentworth  

Sent: Sunday, June 25, 2023 10:46 PM 

To: Adrian Boddy Cc: Martin Butler ; Wendy Harrup ; Bransby ; Barbara Mohrle  

Subject: Re: Dance Around the World  

I have enjoyed being an honorary member of Cloudburst for the DATW Anglo-International dance in recent 

years. Thank you all for allowing me to join you. I will miss this annual opportunity to play with such a talented 

bunch of musicians.   

I too am very sad that this amazing event is being curtailed prematurely by the venue management. It has been 

the most inspiring, energetic and culturally diverse dance and music festival I've attended over the years, and 

must surely have one of the widest age ranges in terms of performers which in itself was heartwarming and 

inspiring. Long live the memories.  

Stella 

On Fri, 23 Jun 2023, 12:53 Adrian Boddy, wrote: 

This is such sad news. 

Adrian 

On 23 June 2023 at 12:26 Martin Butler wrote:  

Dear all,    

I've received the following email from Anne Leach   

Dear Martin,  

Thank you again for agreeing to play at Dance Around The World this year. Sadly, since we last chatted about 

the festival, the management at Cecil Sharp House has let us know that the festival will not be accommodated 

in the venue, this year. It seems that the 2022 festival was, in fact, the last.  

We are very disappointed, of course. It has been a privilege to be involved in working with so many truly 

exceptional dancers and musicians. We cannot thank you and Cloudburst enough for all your support over the 

years. The festival was really created by dancers and musicians who, like you, so generously donated their time, 

expertise and, of course, friendship.  

We're looking forward to seeing you again soon. Can't wait to dance to your music again.  

With warmest wishes,  

Anne  

  



MEMORIAL BENCH 

From: mark 

Date: 17 June 2023 at 16:58:02 BST 

To: Rainmakers 

Subject: Memorial Plaque 

Hi All, 

We need to decide on the wording for Betty & Henry's plaque to be installed on the memorial bench 

on Gosmore Green. 

Maria has come up with the following two suggestions. 

Would you please have a read and email me back your thoughts on these two suggestions and any 

ideas you may have yourselves. 

a.)  This bench and oak tree have been donated in memory of Betty & Henry Lee by 

Rainmakers International Folk Dance Group. 

b.)  Rainmakers International Folk Dance Group have donated this bench and oak tree in 

memory of Betty and Henry Lee, two of the founder members of the Group. 

Regards 

Mark 

 

The second option was selected, but changing `founder` to `longstanding`, and a bronze plaque was 

engraved. Mark fitted the plaque to the bench on Sunday 22nd July. Thank you Mark. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

From: mark 

Date: 5 June 2023 at 19:22:01 BST 

To: Raimakers 

Subject: Rainmakers Dates 

Hi all 

End of Term Party:   Friday 21st July 2023 8-10.30pm (please bring plate of food to share and your 

own drink) 

A picnic on Gosmore Green will take place either on Sunday 16th or 23rd July 2023 (date to be 

confirmed nearer the time) 

Rainmakers to start back on Friday 1st September 2023 

Regards 

Mark 

 

 

 

From: Jill Bransby  

Date: 21 July 2023 at 16:00:26 BST 

To: Alan Trangmar , Maria Kerr , Martin Butler  

Subject: Tonight's programme 

  

Dear All,  

This is a genuine request list.  I have placed names next to some of the dances that Alan and Maria 

might like to call.  Martin I don’t know which tunes you would like to play.  Martin you choose as we go 

along.  Peter has put the music for all of these on a play list.  

Daksha has invited a couple of friends.  We will clearly make them welcome but I think there are a lot 

dances that they will not be able to manage. However, simple dances like Hora Veche, Stenka and 

Macedonska  might be doable. 

   

See you later!  Jill 

 

There were 21 dancers at the party, which included five guests (Janet, Martin, Adrian and 

John and a friend of Daksha`s). 

  



Rainmakers Summer Party July 21, 2023 

Branle Maitre de la Maison  (France) 

Nikolos      (Greece) 

Cobankat     (Albania) (Alan) 

Salty Dog Rag    (USA) 

Balada Lama’ayan    (Israel) (Alan) 

Ta’am Haman     (Israel) (Maria) 

Syen Tu      (China) 

Posadila Rosu     (Russia) 

Jota Mallorquina    (Mallorca) 

Hora Veche     (Romania) (Alan) 

Stenka       (Russia) 

Rododachtilos Avgi Mou  (Greece) 

Reiach Duda’im    (Israel) 

Hora Femeilor     (Romania) (Alan) 

Steiregger     (Austria) (Maria) 

Sissu et Yerushalayim   (Israel) 

Makedonska     (Macedonia) (Alan) 

The Black Nag    (England) 

Hoi Harmonica    (Israel) (Maria) 

Stepping Out     (USA) 

Pirinska Pesen    (Bulgaria) (Alan) 

Erev Ba      (Israel) 
 

Happy Holidays! 
 

However, we won’t stop dancing as we will continue to meet 

on Gosmore Green on Sunday mornings! 
 

 



From: Jill Bransby  

Date: 22 July 2023 at 17:58:18 BST 

To: Sue Burnett  

Cc: Maria Kerr , Mark Balaam  

Subject: Henry and Betty  

Hello Sue 

We thought you would like to know that Rainmakers have donated a bench and an oak tree 

in memory of Henry and Betty.  It is located on Gosmore Green where Rainmakers danced 

almost every Sunday morning during lock down, and we continue to dance there now.  

The first photo shows three Rainmakers sitting on the bench, with the young oak tree in the 

background.  The bench is shown in the second photo, with an enlarged image of the 

memorial plaque in the third photo (taken from the previous photo).  The Parish Council 

specified the variety of tree and the design of the bench.  Rainmakers have a real sense of 

ownership of both, and members watered the oak tree during the recent drought!  

Please pass this information onto Phillip, Petra and Pam.  

Best wishes 

Jill and Peter 

 

 

 



Pictures from the Picnic at Gosmore Green 23 July 2023 

We gathered on Sunday 23rd July on Gosmore Green for a picnic to mark the start of the summer 
break. There were 11 dancers there. Pictures following.  

Dancing continued on the Green through July and August. In spite of our name, every Sunday was 
dry between 11 and 1!! 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 



 

Present on the Green for the summer picnic were Jill, Peter, Clare, Daksha, Kim, CUP, Patti, 

Mark, Jean, Maria, Sonia 

 

 

 

 

 

Rainmakers started dancing indoors again on Friday 1st September. The Club`s 

Christmas Party on Friday 15th December ended 2023. 

Dancing continued at Gosmore Green throughout a dry autumn until 17th 

December. The year ended with dancing in Jill and Peter`s conservatory on 

Christmas Eve.   
 

 

 

  



Richard Stuart Thom 5th July 1953-16th October 2023 

 

From: Peter Bransby  

Date: 21 October 2023 at 14:50:03 BST 

To: Maria Kerr, Mark Balaam 

Subject: Sad News 

John Cox phoned just now to give the sad news that Richard Thom died last Tuesday 17 

October. 

John had been informed by Sarah Jane, Richard’s cousin (I think niece?) and details are 

sketchy.  Apparently Richard had been going on a 4 month long bird watching trip to 

Australia, planning to return just before Christmas.  John had received an email about a 

month ago from Richard saying that he had back problems following a 3 day drive on rough 

roads to a new bird watching site.  Richard was taken to hospital and they found that he had 

cancer (Hodgkin lymphoma).  He was flown back to the UK, losing consciousness, and taken 

to Hillingdon Hospital.  He then caught Covid and had sepsis, which meant that his organs 

stopped working. 

John will send me Sarah Jane’s address, which I will forward, so we can send a card.  No 

doubt other Rainmakers will wish to do likewise. 

Sarah Jane will let John know about funeral arrangements, and he will pass the details on. 

Jill and I were both shocked and saddened.  Of course Richard was annoying and a bit odd, 

but he had a soft heart, he was very loyal, he cared and certainly added to the richness of the 

lives of his friends and to Rainmakers.  

Peter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From: Peter Bransby  

Date: 4 November 2023 at 11:11:47 GMT 

To: Rainmakers 

Cc:  

Subject: Fw: Fwd: Richard's funeral 

 From: John Cox  

Sent: Saturday, November 4, 2023 10:46 AM 

To: Peter&Jill  

Subject: Fwd: Richard's funeral 

  

Date:  Sat, 4 Nov 2023 10:44:08 +0000 

From:  John Cox  

Dear Ann, Peter and Jill, Lynne 

The details of Richard Thom's funeral are as follows. 

Tuesday, November 28th, 1pm, at All Saints Church, The Oval, Stevenage SG1 5RD (this 
church is situated within the Oval Community Centre). 

2pm, burial at Weston Road Cemetery, Stevenage SG1 3RP. 

3 to 7pm, at the Cromwell Hotel, High Street, Stevenage Old Town SG1 3AZ 

If attending the gathering after the burial, please let Richard's niece Sarah-Jane know, 
sarah8413@hotmail.com or 07881 484084. 

Would you be so kind as to forward these details to anyone, including Staplers and 
Rainmakers, who you think may wish to have them. Thank you. 

John 

 

 



 



 



 



 
 

  



Extract from SIFD News. 

 

 

 

 

 



Festival of Navratri 

 

A small group of Rainmakers were invited by Daksha and Phil to dance at a Navratri Festival 
in Luton on Monday 23rd October. Jill, Kim, CUP, Maria, Alan, Agnieszka, Bob and Martin, 
appropriately dressed for the occasion, joined a large crowd of people in a beautifully 
decorated Hindu Temple for the festival, which lasts for nine days and nine nights. It is a 
celebration to the Goddess Durga, who fought for nine days to kill an evil demon. Thank you 
to Daksha and Phil for organising this. 

 

Photographs from the Festival of Navratri 

 

 

 

 

Maria and Alan 



 

 

Maria, Kim and Martin 

 

 
 



Anniversary Dance 3rd November 2023 

 



 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 Rainmakers were joined by Janet and John to dance at the Club`s 47th Anniversary Dance. Music was 

played by Cloudburst, on this occasion Martin, Adrian and Barbara.    

  



Bulbs On Gosmore Green 

 

Claire suggested planting bulbs around the Club bench. We obtained permission to do this from the Parish 

Council and on Sunday 29th October the bulbs were planted. We started dancing on the Green but heavy rain 

had us moving to the Bransby conservatory. However at 1.30 the rain stopped and the bulbs were planted –

early flowering crocus and Snake`s Head Fritillary which will flower in May. Thank you to Clare for this 

suggestion and we are looking forward to seeing the bulbs emerge next February.  

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

  



 

Dancing on Gosmore Green Sunday 19 November 2023 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 



From: markbalaam 

Date: 22 October 2023 at 14:41:01 BST 

To: Mark Balaam  

Subject: Rainmakers AGM 

Hi All 

Rainmakers AGM will be held on Friday 24th November 2023 at Wilbury Hall. 

Hopefully there will be some dancing after the completion of the AGM. 

Agenda and papers for the AGM will follow. 

Ragards 

Mark 

 

 

From: markbalaam 

Date: 15 November 2023 at 16:46:50 GMT 

To: Mark Balaam  

Subject: RM AGM Friday 24th November 2023 

Hi All 

Please find attached Agenda, Accounts and last year's AGM Minutes. 

Regards 

Mark 

 

 

  



RAINMAKERS INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCE GROUP 

Annual General Meeting  

Friday 24th November 2023 at 8pm at 

Wilbury Hall, Bedford Road, Letchworth 

AGENDA 

1.      Welcome and opening remarks 

2.      Apologies for absence 

3.      Minutes of last AGM held on 25th November 2022 

4.     Matters Arising 

5.      Chairman’s Remarks and Report on Year 

6.      Treasurer’s Report 

7.      Subscriptions 

8.      Appointment of Independent Examiner 

9.      Election of new Committee 

10. Betty’s Legacy 

11. Any Other Business 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 



 
 

 

 

 



From: markbalaam 

Date: 16 November 2023 at 20:15:26 GMT 

To: Mark Balaam 

Subject: RM Diary Dates 

Hi All 

The End of Term party will be on Friday 15th December 2023 from 8pm to 10.30pm. 

Please bring a plate of food to share. 

We will then NOT MEET on the 22nd or 29th December. 

We will start back on Friday 5th January 2024. 

Regards 

Mark 

 

 

  



Rainmakers Christmas Party December 15, 2023 

Hashual (Israel) (Band) 

Rododactilus Avgi Mou (Greece) (Band) 

Lublin Waltz (Poland) (Band) 

Valle e Lehte (Albania) (Alan) 

Levi Jackson’s Rag (USA) (Band) 

Sabrali sa se Sabrali (Bulgaria) (Alan) 

Simchat He’Amel (Israel)  

Zagrodnik (Poland) (Band) (Maria) 

El Corrido (Mexico) (Band) 

Cine Are Noroc Are (Roma) (Alan & Jill) 

Balada Lam’ayan (Israel) (Alan) 

Joc de Leagane (Romania) 

Bourree Tournante des Grande Potteries (France) (Band) 

Ssulum Ya’Kov (Israel) 

Shepherd’s Delight (England) (Band) 

Reiach Duda’im (Israel) Mark and Patti 

Ajde Jano (Serbia) (Band) (Maria) 

Fadinho Tres Tempos (Portugal) (Band) 

Ta’am Haman (Israel) (Maria) 

Dans Cu Sucitoare (Romania) (Alan & Jill) 

Branle Maitre De La Masion (France) (Band) 

Siriul (Romania) 

Hora Mireseii (Romania) (Alan) 

Makedonsko Devojce (Macedonia) (Band) 

Mombar (Armenia) 

 

Spares  

Hora Cimpulunguli (Romania) 

Shiri Li Kinneret (Israel) 

Musica Nisherat (Israel) 

Jota Antigua (Mallorca) 

Der Steiregger (Austria) 

The Black Nag (England) 

David Melech (Israel) 

Ivanitsa (Macedonia) 

Mori Sej (Hugarian/Roma) 

Cobankat (Albania) 

 

Happy Christmas and Happy Dancing next year! 

 

 



From: markbalaam 

Date: 16 December 2023 at 14:01:54 GMT 

To: Mark Balaam  

Subject: Donation to Garden House Hospice in lieu of Christmas Cards 

Hi Everyone 

Congratulations - we managed to raise £115.00. 

For those of you who were not present at the AGM, it was agreed by members that the Club would 

donate the same amount as that raised by members. 

We will therefore be sending Garden House Hospice the sum of £230.00. 

Wishing you all a Happy Christmas and look forward to seeing you in the New Year. 

Regards 

Mark 

 

 

 



At the Club`s AGM it was decided to make a donation to a local charity So in 

December a cheque for £500 was handed over to a food bank which is held once 

a month in St Thomas Church, Bedford Road. 

  



 

 

 

 


